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Coal companies, seeing little future growth 
domestically, have a new plan: strip mine coal 
in Montana and Wyoming, transport it on long 
coal trains through Spokane County to a massive 
coal export terminals in Cherry Point, WA and 
Longview, WA.   They want to export 110 million 
tons/year out of the ports.

Who’s behind the plan?   Peabody Coal, Austra-
lian-based Ambre Energy, its subsidiary Mille-
nium,  Arch Coal, the 2nd largest coal company in 
the U.S. and  investors including Goldman Sachs 
and SSA Marine.  

CONGESTION FROM COAL TRAIN TRAFFIC 
Communities in and along rail lines, including 
Millwood, Spokane, Spokane Valley, Sandpoint, 
Cheney and Tyler could see over 40 coal trains 
rolling through Spokane County town every day.  
This would add more than 8,000 noisy mile-long 
loaded coal trains traveling through Spokane 
County rail system every year.  

A single slow-moving coal train can obstruct a 
rail crossing by six minutes or more.  Adding 40 
trains to the local area’s rail system would mean 
blocking some crossings by four hours per day.  

Increased traffic delays at busy rail crossings 
would clog commuter traffic and could slow 
response times for emergency responders. 

COMMUNITIES CUT OFF BY COAL TRAINS
Added coal train traffic along the Spokane County 
rail line would limit access to neighborhoods, 
schools, business corridors and ferry terminals 
close to the train tracks.   This could drive away 
investors for new residential, retail and commer-
cial developments in communities in Spokane 
County.   Increased coal train traffic could lower 
property values along the rail lines and would 
create congestion for critical business corridors.  
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 1	 Call	WA	State	
Commissioner	of	Public	
Lands	Peter	Goldmark	
at (360) 902-1004 and 
tell him “please don’t use 
Washington’s public waters 
for coal export.”

2	 Call	Governor	Christine	
Gregroire	at (360) 902-4111 
and tell her to ensure that 
Washington says NO to coal 
export and YES to a clean 
energy future. 

WHAT YOU 
CAN DO:

About Power Past Coal: We are a growing coalition of organizations sharing a 
common interest to prevent the West Coast from becoming a high volume coal 
corridor.  
 
Primary Partner Organizations Include: Climate Solutions, Columbia 
Riverkeeper, Earthjustice, RE Sources for Sustainable Communities, Sierra 
Club, Washington Environmental Council,  Western Organization of Resource 

HEALTH IMPACTS FOR SPOKANE COUNTY 
Coal dust:  Burlington Northern Sante Fe (BNSF) railroad studies 
estimate up to 500 pounds of coal can be lost in the form of dust 
from each rail car en route. The wide ranging health dangers of 
coal dust include exposure to toxic heavy metals like mercury 
and increased rates of asthma, especially in children. Coal dust 
and diesel exhaust from coal trains can cause serious long-term 
health problems like lung and heart disease and cancer. Coal dust 
would pollute our clean air and water.

COUNTY CONTACTS:

• Bart Mihailovich
Spokane Riverkeeper 
509.835.5211, bart@cforjustice.org  

• Robin Everett
Sierra Club 
(206) 378-0114 x308, robin.everett@sierraclub.org

• Mike Petersen 
Lands Council 
(509) 838-4912, mpetersen@landscouncil.org
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