
Dear Governor Gregoire and Public Lands Commissioner Goldmark: 

As local elected leaders in the State of Washington we are writing to express our deep concern 

over recent proposals to build several coal export facilities in Washington.   These proposals 

threaten our state’s legacy as a leader in the fight for a clean energy future, and would have 

significant environmental impacts on our state and our communities with negligible economic 

benefit to show for it.   

We have an obligation to our constituency to uphold the values of this region and our 

communities.  This region has been and should remain a leader in the transition from fossil fuels 

to a new energy economy – the most promising strategy for restoring and sustaining America’s 

global economic leadership.   Pioneers in energy efficiency, renewable energy, and sustainable 

fuels call the Northwest home for a reason. The Northwest can succeed economically by 

innovating, commercializing and marketing energy strategies that reduce fossil fuel dependence, 

promote clean development, and deliver real climate solutions.  Coal export is the opposite path 

– feeding global energy infrastructure choices that will lock in decades of toxic pollution and 

guarantee dangerous climate disruption.   

Coal export would impose huge risks and costs on our communities.  Large amounts of toxic 

coal dust would accumulate along the rail routes, and through our towns.   The mobility of 

higher-valued freight and passengers along our railways and roads would be reduced by large 

volumes of coal traffic.   Valuable public resources – waterways, shorelines, roads, and air – 

would be heavily affected.  Opportunities for higher-valued economic uses of these important 

resources would be foreclosed.  Additionally, added traffic in our communities would hurt local 

businesses and reduce our constituent’s ability to access many of our towns’ resources. 



Proponents of these proposals pose a false choice between environmental protection and the 

economy.  Establishing our state as a poorly paid middleman between coal mines in Wyoming 

and coal plants in China is not a path towards economic prosperity. We are fully supportive of 

growing Washington’s economy with an export strategy but it matters what we export. Focusing 

our efforts on exporting the high technology products Washington is known for and foreign 

economies desire will create many more jobs that hone Washington’s competitive edge as a 

forward leaning state with a very high quality of life.  Exporting coal, the lowest value export 

product possible, wastes this opportunity.  

Washington should continue to lead in exporting our technology and expertise around the world, 

including renewable energy technology.  We, as elected leaders in our communities, ask you to 

press for in depth analysis of impacts to the potential port communities and the communities 

along the rail line that will be impacted by increased rail and shipping traffic; evaluate proposed 

investment of public monies for coal export rail and port infrastructure; and ensure protection of 

wetlands and aquatic resources that may be harmed by coal transport and export. We stand 

willing to work with you to protect and continue to build Washington’s clean energy future. 

 

 

Cc: Senator Murray, Senator Cantwell, Rep. Inslee, Rep. Larsen, Rep. Herrera Beutler, Rep. 
Hastings, Rep. McMorris Rodgers, Rep. Dicks, Rep. McDermott, Rep. Reichert, and Rep. Smith 


